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transformed into an accomplished fact. If we will be^only true
to ourselves, if we will only do our own duty, then Simultaneous
Examinations are soon bound to be a fact and a reality. When
I say this, I am not unmindful of the circumstance that the capa-
city of the Government of India for delay and procrastination is
as boundless as its promptitude on such matters as the Gagging
and the Currency Acts is as great as lightning. But the inherent
strength of our case is bound to prevail in the end, now that the
question has been re-opened and the attention of Parliament
fully drawn to it.
With a few other observations, the Chairman turned to the ques-
tion of the Home Military Charges, showing a consideration for
other speakers not often to be seen among those who find themselves
first in possession of a platform. His remarks on the subject were
brief and telling. He characterized the treatment meted out to India
as a grave scandal. Lord Northbrook, whose sympathies were always
alive, had shown by facts and figures in the House of Lords that, in a
period of fourteen years, India had been compelled to pay four
million sterling for charges which did not concern her. Nothing
could be more eloquent than these figures, and it was as well that
Pherozeshah left them to tell their own tale. There was no need to
elaborate the story of the 'melancholy meanness' of which British
statesmen have so often shown themselves capable, in spite of 'all the
unctuous protestations about the lofty purpose of England's mission
10 India.
The English papers in reviewing the proceedings of the meeting
fastened upon the admission made by Phero2eshah, "with the good
sense which seldom fails him, though he sometimes does his best to
hide it under a bushel," that it was necessary to have a large ad-
mixture of Englishmen in the Service to ensure the carrying out of
Eaglish rule on English principles. Their comments were character-
istic, and a typical passage may be quoted to show the point of view
from which the question was regarded by those whose interests it
affected. After remarking that the advocates of Simultaneous Exami-
nations woold not "take off their coats" for the change if they
thought that it wcmld only mean the gain of a few collectorates by